
   It has been 140 years since slavery was abolished, 51 years since segregation was ended, 

and  50 years since the Selma walk took place, but has America really evolved? Americans are 

still not treated equally. Although blacks and whites can live together, eat together, and sit on the 

same part of the year train but u.s. citizens are still not equal. People are still being 

discriminated against businesses and individuals because of there race, religion, or sexual 

orientation. The us has come a long way since the Jim Crow laws but there are still equality 

issues.

   The Freedom Riders were a group of activists who wanted to test enforcement of interstate 

transportation integration. The first group of riders started on May,4, 1961 and they were form 

C.O.R.E.. Congress of racial equality (C.O.R.E), is a group of activists that fight for racial 

equality. At the time there was a law that states could not prevent blacks and whites from sitting 

together on intestate transportation but in the Deep South that law was not enforced. The 

freedom riders wanted to see what would happen if the rode together through several states. 

The rider agreed that no matter what happened the would not use violence. 



When the first group of freedom riders could not move on because no bus driver would take 

them. A group of student from Fisk university continued the rides. The assistant to the attorney  

general John Segenthaler called Diane Nash and told her to stop the rides. She said "No, we 

signed our last wills and testaments last night we know the dangers." A couple days later both 

groups of riders congregated and rode together to Jackson, Mississippi. When they got there 

they got arrested and taken to Parchment Prison. Parchment is a hard time chain gaing prison 

but they were there because they had breached the peace. The freedom riders wanted to fill up 

the prison cells to show that they wouldn't give up. In the end the got 430 rider in the prison. The 

president Jhon F. Kennedy had the riders bailed out and had all the "white only","colored 

waiting", and "no negros" signs taken down on interstate transportation.  

   Gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) marriage is an organization that stands up for 

and fights for the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender populations rights. They help get out 

story's of people who think that if you are not strait there is something wrong with you. Also they 

helped get the law passed that in any state gay marriage is legal. The violence that has been 

reported were 48% of GBLT has experienced sexual harassment 68% has experienced physical 

violence and 81% has experienced harassment. Also 4 out of every 5 transgender people in 

San Fransisco have experienced physical violence. An Oregon mom was found guilty of murder 

by abuse , second degree assault in her four year old son only because she thought he was 

gay. In New Mexico a mom was accused of beating up and sexually abusing her daughter 

because she was gay. Finally a man got arrested because he sent an anthrax laced letter into a 

gay bar. Anthrax is a poison that if it is inhaled is deadly. 



 

   In the end I don't think that America can truly achieve equality. We have definitely come a long 

way but we will never get all the way there. People are still being discriminated for different 

things that they can not change there is less of it. And gay people can be married. But we will 

still never experience true equality. 


